
 
 
BFA Graphic Design Curriculum & Advising information 
 
 
Major 
You must complete all courses listed on your planning sheet. Some are sequential. So you must take them 
in the quarter offered. Please consult with your faculty advisor and/or Student Services for additional 
assistance regarding your plan. You must always bring your updated planning sheet with you to a meeting 
with an advisor.  
You might be listed as a year level 3 for example: JADC3 on the system in SIS. But that does NOT mean 
you are a third year in the program! It only means you are a third year at RIT (based on total credits at RIT) 
You must complete your courses in the order provided. Please consult with your advisor! 
 
Electives 
You must complete 18 Studio Elective credits and 18 Open Elective credits. 
 
Studio Elective 
Any course in the College of Imaging Arts and Sciences that has a studio/lab component in which you create 
something. Art History and other lecture-based courses are NOT studio electives. For example: Intro to 
Photo for Non-photo majors is a Studio or Open elective. 2065-374-02 Seminar Int'l Film History would be 
an Open elective. 
 
Open Elective 
Any course at RIT, including College of Imaging Arts and Sciences, that is credit bearing can be used as an 
open elective. 
 
Minors 
Minors are not required but some are available. Your Open elective credits are used for this. You can obtain 
a list of official minors at RIT on the web site. 
http://www.rit.edu/emcs/admissions/browse-minors 
 
Liberal Arts 
http://www.rit.edu/cla/general_education.php 
Students in all baccalaureate degree programs are required to complete at least 90 credit hours of general 
education. This includes a minimum of 36 quarter credit hours in the humanities and social sciences taken in 
the College of Liberal Arts. If a student elects to complete a minor in the College of Liberal Arts, the total 
number of required humanities or social science credits will be 44.  

The College of Liberal Arts general education curriculum is divided into an introductory core, an Arts of 
Expression course, and advanced courses in a liberal arts concentration or liberal arts minor. The 
requirements for baccalaureate degree programs are summarized below. 

1. The introductory core totals 20 credit hours and is composed of the following 200- to 300-level 
courses: 

• Writing (0502-227) (4 credit hours) 
• Two humanities courses (8 credit hours) taken from two different disciplines: Fine Arts; 

History; Literature; Philosophy; Science, Technology, and Values; or Introduction to 
Environmental Studies 

• Two social science courses (8 credit hours) taken from two different disciplines: 
Anthropology, Economics, Political Science, Psychology, and Sociology 

2. Arts of Expression course (4 credit hours) 
3. Advanced course work in a liberal arts concentration or minor (minimum 12 credit hours required 

in 400- to 500-level courses) 
 
Wellness Activity 
Students seeking a bachelor’s degree must successfully complete two different wellness activity courses. 
(Important note: Different courses would include different levels of and/or forms of a course that may have 
the same course number (e.g., Karate/Beginners and Karate/Advanced would count as two different activity 
courses). 

 
Undergraduate curriculum requirements information online: 
http://www.rit.edu/programs/gradreq_ugrad.html 


